[New ASAS criteria for the diagnosis of spondyloarthritis: diagnosing sacroiliitis by magnetic resonance imaging].
Radiographic sacroiliitis has been included in the diagnostic criteria for spondyloarthropathies since the Rome criteria were defined in 1961. However, in the last ten years, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) has proven more sensitive in the evaluation of the sacroiliac joints in patients with suspected spondyloarthritis and symptoms of sacroiliitis; MRI has proven its usefulness not only for diagnosis of this disease, but also for the follow-up of the disease and response to treatment in these patients. In 2009, The Assessment of SpondyloArthritis international Society (ASAS) developed a new set of criteria for classifying and diagnosing patients with spondyloarthritis; one important development with respect to previous classifications is the inclusion of MRI positive for sacroiliitis as a major diagnostic criterion. This article focuses on the radiologic part of the new classification. We describe and illustrate the different alterations that can be seen on MRI in patients with sacroiliitis, pointing out the limitations of the technique and diagnostic pitfalls.